184        WRONG-DOING THOUGH ABANDONED        [vn

r>

the seriousness of what he has done by some mis-
fortune it has "brought upon another; a misfortune
which seemed out of all proportion to the fault
as it at first appeared to him. In these or other
ways the man may have been led to repent of
what he had done and to seek amendment. But
it may be also that that first wrong act, that
trivial fault as it seemed, proves to be but the
first step in a downward course which leads him
by degrees deeper and deeper down until he is
past recovery.

But supposing that the downward course was
arrested, even at a very early stage, it does not
follow that the man's subsequent condition is as
high as it might have been if he had never
yielded, high absolutely considered though it may
become. Good in some respects may have arisen
even from his arrested fall; it may make him
more humble, more watchful for the future. But
it does not follow that his character, taking it all
in all, is as high as it otherwise might have been.
Moral causes will produce moral effects just as
physical causes produce physical effects ; and though
evil may be overruled for good, we can hardly
imagine but that a higher good would have ac-
crued had the evil been avoided. But whereas
what did happen under the circumstances which
actually took place is open to our examination,